Interferon-alpha induces renal dysfunction and injury.
Interferon-alpha has been used extensively as a therapeutic agent for several clinically relevant diseases. Although some success has been achieved by using this agent to treat viral diseases and malignancy, there are serious side effects on different organ systems, including the kidney. This review examines the evidence that establishes that interferon-alpha can be either directly nephrotoxic or involved in other pathophysiological processes which can lead to renal dysfunction and injury.